THE  LETTERS  OF   KING   HENRY  VIH

which supplied any and all of the bull's defects. Neither
Wolsey, Campeggio, Henry nor the Pope had heard of its
existence, nor, without seeing it, could any one know if it was
genuine. Once its nature had been clearly stated, however, it
became imperative for Henry to have it pronounced a forgery,
for the simple reason that it was free from all the technical flaws
upon which he had grounded his case.

Campeggio having entirely failed to move either Henry or
Katharine, Wolsey tackled the question of the brief at the end
of 1528. Fresh instructions were dispatched to Rome for the
English ambassadors to explore all other possibilities, supposing
the worst, in the shape of the brief's undoubted authenticity,
should have, ultimately, to be faced.

i.To BRYAN AND VANNES*

\Dec. i, 1528*]

... In which meantime the King's said orators shall
secredy retain of the best advocates that they can get in the
Court of Rome, to be of the King's counsel, and on his Grace's
part making them sure by secret rewards, pact, and convention
that afterwards they shall not be allured or drawn to the adverse
part; by whose learning, experience and knowledge they shall
instruct themselves perfectly and substantially against the coming
of the King's said principal secretary. Whether if the Queen, for
the great and manifold benefits that may ensue thereof, can be
moved and induced to take vow of chastity, or enter into lape
[sic i.e. lax] religion, the Pope's holiness may, ex pknitudinc
potestatis dispense with the King's Highness to proceed there-
upon, ad secundas nuptias, and the children to be procreate in the
same to be legitimate. And though it be thing that the Pope per-
case may not do, stonding such laws as be already written, both
divine and human, and using his ordinary power, yet whether
his holiness may do it of his mere and absolute power, as thing
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